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- Of the viſible Church. 


S theres but cue Gcd and Father of; al; ane e 
F over all, and one Spirit: So is there butt one ne 
aich, one Salvation, one Church, called in one hope: 
joyned i in one profeſſion,guided by one c rule, e ven the 
Word of the mofl high. 4 Gen 1. 1. Fæod. 20. 3.b ¹ Tim. 
2. 4. Phil. 1. 27. Ephs. 2. 18. Jeb. 8. 41. e Deut. G. 25 Romy 
e 10 J. 2 Tim. 3. 1 J. Ioh. 8. 5 1. 1 Job. 2.3.4, G œãrtt.. 
Tbis Church as it is univerſally under Od, conia ive th in it all the. 
A Elect of God that have been, are, ot ſhalbe; Bet being cor ſidered more! 
particularly, as it is ſeen in the preſent world, is confiſter ef a company 
and felowlbip of b Faithfull and holy people, c gathered in the name of 
Chriſt Jefus,thei onely 4 King, Pie fi, and j*Propher, g 2 
bim arigbt, be ing & praceably and quietiy governed by his Officers 
Lawes, I kee ping tbe unity of Failhin ihe bend of prace and x lobe h. 
fained. 4 Geneſ.17 chap. 1 Pei. 1, Kevel: 77955 Cor. 1073 tob. 17 104%, 
. 6;Pſal.11 700 140, 1, l/ 67 1 Ele, 1,1, 1 Co. 1,2, Pest. 12750 rr? 
32.5, lob. 6,37,E 1 * 1 223 32.1 whe 5 5 ors, . 7 
4b. 9, 9. F. 17 ca c Ry, > N 
FW 4 HA 1 fs 1 2817711. 10 Fred. 87 . 
Lev. 10.5, eh 423, b "Mat. 10729, 1 Cor. 11, 16, Mar. 3,34% Revi223%6 
25 1 1 ces, 1, 13, Mar. 9,50, k nage, 1 ce Lehle N 
1b, 218; 0 eee ente hans o) r 8 
ien 4 joy full, excellent, and glorious things are every „bee in. the” 
Setiptures ſpokes of this Church It is: called the . Cittie, 6 Higuſe, . 
Temple, and e mountaia ofabe eternal God: the f ehaſem geus ratien, 8 
the boly vation, the peculiar people; che g vinryard , the hg h- 
3 ce Kur u uß of Lauten Fovuraive, the” ——. yOu: 
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A true: Hef. criptions. | 
Nos his ſitzer, his berg his pouſe, his / Queen, aud his v bodie, he joy of 
the whole earth, To this ſocietie is the » covenant and all the promiles 
made of »pe of hove, and of p Wee rhe 9 of God, of 
his grace s, S his per, auch of his b 2 
I Tim. z, 13. Heb. 3,68, det Cor. 3 17. 1%. 2,2. rg Zach. 8.3. 
F 1 Per. 2. p. 8 Hub. 5 1 27 2. 'b Song 4.12. Ja. 5 1,3. 5 . 19,2 


K Micha, Mat. 3221. Long. J 2 P fal A m1 Cor. 12, 
2”, Epbe Ach. 647 45 8. Nom. et , A. 2 Dheſ. 3516. 


p f. 46 13. Zach. 14 17. 5 ie Seb Bech. Hoch. Aacb. 4, 12. r Exeeb:; 
48 35. Mat. 28,20 ;lſai 62:chap. 
-: Abdlurely if this Church be conſidered ia het Parthgittha; X 
moſt beautifull;yes moſt wondertull, and even «,caviting 
to conceive, much more tobebold , what then, to. e V 
eommunjon. For behold, her b King and Lord is the Fe of race 
Lord hielte of all glorie. She enj yeth moſt hal 8 en 
e:Lawes, moſt faithful] and vigiaotdPaftors , wo lingers: 5 — 
e Teachers, moſtcatefull and apright f Goxernouts, m & diligenr auc 
tru ſtie £ Deacons, mot loving & ſubet M Releevets. and a moſt Ghunble 
meek, obedicat, faithfull. and loriyg people. evetie & ſtone lidingelec 
| and precious, every fone hath bis beautie, his / burden, and his order. 
All bonnd:to u edificone another, exhort, ft prove, zu comfort One an- 
chen lovingly 26 to their owne members, p fauhfuſl. gs in the eyes ol. | 
God., 48g 6,49 b-lſa;62, 11. lob, 13.1 5 Heeg. 2%. Cc 1% 1. 307 > 
25, A. E be. 4, 1 f, Art: zo ch. m. 12, 7. 75 1 C. 12 28 KN * 
74265 hb Hm. 18 i Mat:5,5, Exec, 36, 8. Aire Deus e 
2 IF £34 4 Per. 2.3. Ring 7,9; Tach. 14. 25. GG maden. 
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0 e weeks: ; 
peryerted ,' c evety dne hete! 
e order of the? 
Chareh ) to utter his —.— os kak es, and freely to regrove the 
| 725055 11 and errours oftany without exceptiowokpcilons:; 42 . 
2:17;3 9. bu Tims 233-55 32 1365. n 64 5 Aim 
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then by rbe hoi and rea leb ob che Lords: bahn aud free people. 
e e! Hs ard x, bumbling 3 hene robes — 
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and prayer before . Tee tire & idu oi his kuty Spirit 
tis the triall and approving ef guiſtis, cc. 2 Job; m. + 9 1495s 
F 6,3, & 1423. , 
Thus 5bty orderly: proceeds. d erdidatien by ating atdpaaye, in 
- which, a Aion the Apoſlles uled laying ot of hands, Tous bath ev 845 
one of the people in tere ſt in the ceRjon ard ordination of their 
cers, as alſo.in the adminiſtration of their ( ffires, upon & tranſgre fron, 
6ffence,abule, Sc. having an eſpeciall care unto the invidlable order of 
the Church, as is aforelait, - 4 Finns, 14,0! "nal Lal. en 
16, +75 Cal. a, 17s: 
Like w ile in this Chureh they have boly a lawes, as limits and Ven 
, which it is law full at no band te tranſgreſſe. They havelawes to dim & 
them in the choiſe of every «fficer, hai kind of men the Lord will have. 
Their Paſtor muſt be apt tu 6 teach, no yong Scholer, cable to divide ib 
word atight, 4 holding faſt that Faithfull Word; according to doctrine, 
that he may be able alſo to exhort, rebuke, improve, with whblſome do- 
Qtine, and to convince them tbatſay sgainſfit: He muſt be n man 
that loveth googdnefſe.;z:He muff be wile t\ghteous,holy;temperate;; He 
muſt be of life avreproveble,ssGods Ste wald ; He moſt be generally 
well reported ff, and one that tuleth bis ewne bor ſnold un der obedi- 
ence with all hove Riezhe-mutt be modefl -homble,meek gentlejand! lo- 
ving; He, muſt bea man ef great f patience; com and 
dilzgence; Hee muſt alwaycs be carefull and watehfull over the flock 
-whereof the Lord hath made him overſe t, w itb all willingnes & cheure. 
fulnes,not holding bis oſſice ãn reſpect of perſons, but doing his duetie 
to every Soule, as hee will apſwet before the eliiefe Shephead, &b, 
4 — 5. 19. 1 Tim: 1, 18. Dent: 33,16, Mat: 27. 1 Tim 323 As. 


2 Tim: 2,1. d. Tit: 1,9, 2 Tim 4,2 „lit: 17.8 f Num: 1253 7, 


122 9. 4: 5,6, ler: 3,15. Exek: 34,18, AZ: 20 ch. 4 Pet: 5. 1, 2,3, 4 
1 Iim: g 21. 


Their Doctor or Teacher muſt be à man apt to teach, able to divide 
the word of God arigbt, and to deli ver ſcſunti aud whole eps © ; 
from the ſame; ſtill buildivg upon that ſoynd ground. worke', he 
be mightie in the Scrif turet, able to ohe the gainfdyers, adt Gate. 
üll'ro deliver his dectrine pure, leund and plaine not wich Furtoſitfe 
or affe ctation bur fo that it may i die the moſt ſimple, approving'it' to 
ot Pains confcience't be muſt be of life unteproveable, dur That «ak 


Az governe 


his dither Hoaſhold ; He muſt be Xi manners ſober; temperate,” 
. and loving, cc. 1 m. g. hap. Tuus i r 2 Tim. 2. Fo 
1 Cor. i. iy. and 2.4. 
- 3 TheirEiders muſt be of wifdome and judgement endued with the 
Spirit of God, able to diſcerne between ceaſe and cauſe, between plea & 
plea, and accord in ly to pre vent and redrefle evils,alwayes vigilant and 
ioteudiog to fee the ſtatutes, ordinances, and lawes of God kept in the- 
Ohurch, and that not onely by the people in obedience, but to ſee the 
ers do their dueties i Theſe men muſtobe of life likewiſe uareprove- 
able, governing their owne Families orderly, they muſt be alſo of man- 
ners ſober, gentle, modeſt, loving, tempetate, dc. Numb. t, 24:25. 
2 Chron. 19. 8. Add. j ch. 1 Ian. 5, & y ebay. 

Their Deacons mutt be meu of honeſt report, having the myfterie of 
the faich in a pure cooſcieace,-ndued with the Holy Ghoſt; they muſt 
be grave. temperate, not given to etoefteyt nor to filthy lucre, Act, 3. 
1 Tun. 378 N 

Their Kelie vers or Widowes maſh be women of 60 yeares of age at 
ah leaſt, for ayoyding of inconveniences; they maſt be well reported off 
for good works, ſuch as have douriſhed their children, ſuch as have been 
Harberous vo ſtrange ra: diligẽ & ler viceable to the Sunis, compaſſionate | 
asd: helpful to them in adverſitie, given to every good work, continatag | 
in dv icatioùs and prayers night and day. 1 Lim.. io · 

Theſe Officers muſt tirft be duely proved, then if er be found 
blameles,adminifter, c. 1 Tm. 3; ro. 
Now as the perlons, guitts, conditions, manners, life. wh proofe ot 

| theſe Oſſicers, is ſet done hy the Holy Ghoſt; So are . Othces limak. 
tte, ſevered, and divers. 1 Ceroi 2.12.1. 28. 

- > The Paſtors Ofice is, to feed the ſhzep of Chrſt in green and whole: 
fome paſtures of his word, and lead them to rhe fill waters , even to 
5 pots Fountaine and River of Life, He muſt guide and keep thole 

by that heaven y e and paſtorall ſtaffe of the word, ther- 
gra wing them tahim, t hereby: gkiog into their Soules , even into 
their wee ts: There dy. diſcerain ow diſcales,and ther- 
Kring them: ö FE to every, lake tt and convenient medi. 
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e viſible Fe is 
Farther, he muſt by this by nts my 9 and defend ns 
'  fromravenon beat, and the M Afe, and rake the lirtle Foxes, & c. 
” Pſdl 24 Lev 10, , Num. 1%, Kzek 44.23, 8 33.8 34, 1%. 21, 17, 
ö Act 20,26 1 Pet. 5 1- 4 X+:b 8 1. 7, Ke vel. 22,2, Luk, 12,42, 3 Cor.10,F,$, 
Hes 4, 2, lohn 1, 11,1, Yong 2,1. * | 8 2 
Taue Dcr ihe is atrea i; iet downe in his deſcription : His ſpes 
| Clall care muit hec, a build upon the onely true ground · works, golde, 
filver, aud precious ſtones, that his worke may endure the triall of the 
fice,and by tne light of he {ame fie, reveale the Tymber, Hay, & Stubble 
of falle Teachers; He mitt tak - diligent heed to keepe the Church 
fram errours, Ar further, he muſt deliver bis docteine fo plainely, 
ſimply, ind purely, that the Cqurch may increaſe with the increaſing of 
Gd. an gro up aato bim, wich is the Head, Chriſt Jelns, 1 Cor.3, 
11 , Lev, 19, 10, 7. t. 2, J. n.14. Mal. 2, 6, 1 Cor. 3, 11. 
t C,. 1, 17 t Ti n 4.16, 3 6, 1. Eobe 2,20, 1b. 6,1, 1 Pet. 2,2. 5 
Tae Office of the Auacien s is expretled in their deſcription : Their 
eſpeciall cate muſt de, to ſee the ordigances of God, truely taught and 
pcatized,alwell by che Oiſi ers in daiag theſt duety uprightly, as to ſee 
that the people obey willing ly and readily. It is their duety to ſee the 
Congregation hulily and quietly orde ted, and uo way diſturbed, by the 
contentions and diſobedieat, frowatd aud obſtingte; not taking away the 
liberty of che leaſt, but upholding: the right of al, wiſely judging of times 
and circumftances, . They muſt be ready aſſiſtants to the Paſtors and 
Teachers, helping to bear their burdẽ, but not iotrudiag into their office. 
Num 1,16 Heut: 1. 13 & 16,18, 2 Chro:19 8, E: 39 42, 1 Tim: IS. 
2 lin, iz, t Cor:tt 6, and 15,33, Gal: 2, 4. 5.14, Cel. 4, 16, 17, AH: 20, 
I Pei 5, . Nm: 12,8. e l , MO 
The Deacons vffice is, faithfully to gather & collect by the ordivence 
of the Church, the goods; and benevolence of the faithfull, and by the 
fame directiom, diligently and truſtily to diſtribute them according-to | 
the neceſſity of the Saincts. Further, they muſt enquire and conſidlet of 
the proportion of the wants, both of the Officers and other poore, and 
 accofdingly relate unto the Church, that proviſion may be made, Act. 6. 
Romi 12 . | Mp4: „ 
| Werbe Relievers & Widowes office is, to miniſter to the ſick, lame, woa 
rie, and diſeaſed ſuch belpefull comforts as they need, by watching. ten- 
ding, and bolping them; Further, hey muſt ſhew good Example to the 
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des eee & bee lation, nropdiog- 
| ee xx talke, and R 7 6 ; 

ers though tk be 4iyers andſeverall, yet are they nat 
there [ſhouldbe a divifion in the bodie, but they arc as 
ers of the bodie , baving the ſame care one of another jointly 

Sen | ir ſeveral Jortieb tot e ſet vice ot the Saiuct, aud to the edi- 
.Heztib of che Bodie of Chriſt, till wee all meete together in the perfe& 
meaſure reof tg fulnefle of Chriſt, by whom all the bodie being in the 

Tmeane 8050 thus coupled and. knit rogether by every joint for the 

farnt re thereof 2 according | to the effectuall power which is inthe 
. meatur of every pirr,receiverh increaſe of the bodie, auto the edifying 

f iffelfe it love : 'nejcher can any of rheſe Officers be wanting, with» 

gut'grievoas lamenes;and apparant deformitie of the bodie, yea violent 

inzurle to the Head Chrift ys. Lak. 9, 4, 45, 48. Job, ig ha. 27, 

I Car:1 12, 12,25,28. Epbeſ: 4: 11,12,13716. 

Thus This holy Armie ot Sain&s,is marſhalled here in earth by theſe 
| "Officers,vniter the conduct of their glorious Emperour CHRIST, that 
"victorious Michael]. Thus it marcheth iu this moft heavenly order, and 
racious araye, apainſt all Enimies both bodily and gboftly: peaceable 
SF it ſelfe as Ierulalem, terrible to the enemy as 80 Ar my with baners, 
"rrigt afopbing. over their tyrannie with patience, their crueltie with meek- 
has, ; the over Death irfelfe with dying, Thus through the blood of 
» bi 0 otles Limbe,and that Word of their teſtimony , they are raore 
then Conquerours , bruſing the head of the Serpent; yes through the 
#Þ Wer of lis Word bey bave power to caft dowp Satbas like kghroing; 
io tread upon Serpents and Scorpions; to caſt downe firong holds, ad 
rer chisg chat exaltetbit (elfe againft God. The gates of. Hell, and 
all che Pripcipalicies. and powers of the. world, ſhall not pre vaile ag daft 
it., Nm: 12. ch. u Cer; 4a. K. 14.1, 2. Seng 6,3. Rer. 12, 1, Lu 10, 
149. 2 Cer: 10, f. Mat: 16, 18. kom: 8.38.39. 

Fartber, he hath given them the keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
tha * ever they binde in earth by his Word , ſhalbe bound in 
Heaven: and whoſoe ver they looſe on Earth, halbe looled i in Heaven. 
Met 1, 10, le,, 20, 23. Mar, 13, 8 
| 5 5 is pac 5 ich Chrift hath given unto bis Church, ,, and to 

every Ne ay er of biz Church, to keepe ii in order, hee hath not left ĩtto 
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ions and * to be uſed or neglected ar they will, but in fe 
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iſ - | _ rus.” 6 : | F 
his lat Will and Teftim:at, hee uth let downe both an order of pro- 
F ceeding,and an cad to wiich it is uſed, Mt. 16, 16,19. 18,1 7716. 
419. 5. 28,25, Deut 12 3,3 Rev. 18, 18 9. 5 n 
It the fault be private, holy and lovin admonition t ptoof i to, 
be-uſed with an in vard d:fire and earach care to winne. 8 | 
But if he will unt heare , yer to take one or to other brethren with. 
him, whom hee ku ve“,w mot meet for that purpoſe, , that by the 
outhof two or three tueſſcs, every word may be confir 2 And: 


» 


ik he refaſe to beate them, then to declare the mattet to ihe Church 


wh ich ought le verely and ſharpely co reprehenct, gravely. to admonith, 
and! loviagly co perſwade-the partie ffcoding=-4bcewing bimohe: Hey 
nouſnes uf dis offence, and the danger of his obfidacie;and'the ſeatefull 
judgemeats of the Lord. Ler. ig. t. ig . AU. 18. te Dramig u. 
All this notwithſtandiag the Church is nat to bokk Hm 8 n 
but to admoniſh him and pray for bim as a Brother, ptovingeif the 
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time the Lord vill give nmrepestance, Forthispowerivaos grew? - 


Cb. 10 & una. | Id 
I chis prevaile nor to draw himitorepentatice;,icheware t 
Nlamt and pd wer of che kord: SUS, Wlttu the whole C bag ut 
reverently in pager to rd eted to extorbmibuſtebtion?,- tete i 
cefting bim ohr Gf their Congtegrtion ad fend tefHip ebe rnit ef 
teckibnof the Bord, for bisvitobediente and obMitctcantedmnithitting 
him to Sathan for the deſtructiòꝶ of the fleſhy; hit th Sp HIM VE! 
ſaved in the day of the Lord jeſua if ſuch be his good will andplealure. 
Ma: 18.17. 1 Cer. 5, 11. g THIS 1 4 12 i 
Further, they are to warne the whole Congregation and all other 
faithfull;to hold him as a Heathen and Publicane, and to abſtaĩne tem- 
{elves from his Societie, as not to eat or drinke with him, & c. unleſſa it 
be ſuch as of neceſſi:y muſt needs, as bis Wife, his Children, and Family; 


Yet thele (if they be members of the Church) are not to joue to him ia 
| ſpiricuall exereiſe. At. 11. 1 Cor. 5. fr. I 1 | 


them tothe.deftru@ion of iny, but to 1beedificarion of all; 2 Theſy J 
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If the offence be pablike,the partie is publiquely to be reproy ol, 
admoniſhed: if he then reperit not, to proceed to excommy nnicetiva, = 


1 relaid, 1 Tim 5 20 l. 1. 1 Foſe7 ig, 2 Cor, 7.9. 
es . „„ ; The 54 


F 


9 wy _ W * : ——_— a a — 
4 713 $ IA” > * N «| 4 C * 
. n 232 9 * N a « Nene * 7 x Py 
W- 


4 5 Atme Deſcription of the viſible) Church. „ 
Tbe repentatice of the pattie muſt be proportionable to the offene, 
viz; If the offeuce be publique, publique; If private, private; bumbled, 
ſubmiſſi ve, ſorrowfull, untained, giving glorie to the Lord, Tev. 1% 
17,18, Pro: 0, 12, Nom. 12, 19, C13. 10, G 14,1. | CS 
There muſt great cate be kad of admonition, that they be not capti- 
ous or curious finding fault where none is: neither yet in bitternes or 
rẽproach: For that were to deſtroy and not to ſave our brother: but they 
wut be earcfully done, with prayer going before, tbey muſt be ſeaſoned 
with truth, grayitie, love, and peace, Mat. 18.15. and 26.8, Gal.6,t2,' 
2 Tim: 1, 24, Marke 9,39, Kpheſ. 4. 29, Jam. 5. 4 5.19, 20. TT RPE 
Moreover, in this Church is aw eſpeciall care bad by every member 
thereof, of offences: The Strong ought nor to offend the Weake, nor 
the weake to judge the ſtrong : but all praces bere are given to the 
ſervice and edification of each other in love and long ſuffering, Lu ty. 
Iz bre. 20, 22, Rom. 14, 13,19, Gal. 6, 2. 4 5 1 0 . 
+ To this Church is the Truecth purely taught, and ſurely kept: Here is 
the Covenant, the Sacraments, and promiſes, the graces, the glorie, che 
preſenee, tbe worſhip of God, &c. Gen. iy ch. Lev. 26. 1. 2. Iſa. 44. 3. 
841.4. 28, & 6, 16, I/. 60, 15, Deut. 3, 12,1 3, Ia. 56, 7, 1 Tim. 3, 15, Lſa. 3258 
Into this Temple entreth no uneleane thing, n either whailoeyer work- 
2 e er orlyes, but they ee yon written in the Lambs Book 
life. Iſa: 32, 1, Ezek. 44.9, IIe: 35.6. Aach: 14, 21, Rev:21, 27 
Zat on Vis Cv K 8 A. Halbe 208g and Each 
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oremongers,and Murderers, and Idolaters , and whoſoe vet loveth 
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